
 

Principal – Andrew McDonald                    Fortnight ending Thursday 16th March, 2023 

2022 Term Dates 

Term 1 

23 January—31st March 

Term 2 

17th April— 23rd June 

Term 3 

10th July—15th September 

Term 4 

3rd October— 8th December  

 

Parade 

9am Friday 

P&C Meetings 

2nd Wednesday of the Month at 6:30pm  

in the Resource Centre. 

Date Claimers 

Harmony Day—24th March 

P&C Pyjama Disco—24th March 

Interschool Sport—24th March to 16th June 

Cross Country Yr 3-6—28th March 

 NAPLAN—15th to 27th March  

   Rewards Day— 31th March 

   Easter Parade—31st March 

Last day of Term— 31st March  

School Returns—17th April 

 

 

 

Student Absence Line: 3280 3266 

 3A Ayash R 

3A Zahlee W 

3B Elaina P 

3B Joanne J 

3D Duke N 

3D Taya R 

4A Allen J 

4A Caitlin M 

4B Abigail F 

4B Layla M 

4C Izzy P 

4C Josh 

4/5A Levi M 

4/5A Samuel G 

5A Archer M 

5A Ella S 

5B Charlotte L 

5B Gavan C 

5/6A Lafaele L 

5/6A Mallydia N 

6A Charlotte B 

6A Malachi C 

6B Abigail H 

6B Clara D 

Prep A Enrick S 

Prep A Quinn B 

Prep B Lionel L 

Prep B Tiara D 

Prep C Kaleah S 

Prep C Noah B 

Prep D Ayla B 

Prep D Joey S 

1A Adelyn F 

1A Hayden K 

1B Blaze E 

1B Elaina B 

1C Aria J 

1C Vincent H 

1D Belle L 

1D Noble T 

2A Eden M 

2A Levi M 

2B Summer B 

2B Kobe D 

2C Walter P 

2C Alisha A 

2D Alexander S 

2D Bobbi M 



NAPLAN testing this week 
 
Congratulations to our year 3 and 5 students for putting in a great effort with their NAPLAN 
Testing this fortnight, from 15-27 March.  Further information is available on the ACARA web-
site.  (http://www.nap.edu.au/) 
 
As it is NAPLAN this week, I remind parents again that, research shows students who have a 
good attendance record are more likely to achieve high results.  Parents are reminded of the 
importance of sending children to school on every school day unless there is a reasonable ex-
cuse for the student to be away, such as illness. Visit the Department of Education and Training 
website for more information: www.education.qld.gov.au/everydaycounts  
   
P&C  
At the P&C’s last meeting, the Annual General Meeting was held.  Thank you to Christine       
Stevens (President), Jade Franklin (Vice President) and Chantal Nicholson (Secretary) for contin-
uing as our P&C Executive.  Unfortunately the Treasurer position was not filled at the Annual 
General Meeting.  The Treasurer supports the financial management of the P&C.  If you are 
interested in the Treasurer position, please contact the P&C 
at pandc@deebingheightsss.eq.edu.au.   
 

 
Harmony Day 
Harmony Day will be held on Friday 24 March.  Harmony Day/Week is a time to celebrate Australia’s 
cultural diversity because everyone belongs. Join us in celebrating our school’s multiculturalism! 
Students are encouraged to wear orange to recognise Harmony Day.  Visit the Harmony Week web-
site for more information.  Normally we celebrate the National Day of Action Against Bullying and 
Violence with Harmony Day, but from this year, the National Day of Action has moved to 18 August. 
 
Parent Teacher Interviews 
Parent teacher interviews will be offered at the end of this term to discuss student progress and to 
discuss future goals and ways to support your child’s learning.  Please keep an eye out for further 
information regarding Parent Teacher Interviews. 
 
Support for families 

We all need a helping hand from time to time.  Oneplace is an online com-
munity services directory created to help Queenslanders easily find local 
support. 
 
There are more than 58,000 services listed in Oneplace offering support with parenting, domestic and 
family violence, legal and financial issues, mental health and counselling, housing and food assistance.  
Oneplace highlights all the information you need to know, including the distance from your current 
location to a service, the cost of the service, any eligibility requirements and transport options.  The 
best part is that Oneplace is easy to use and it’s free. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrew McDonald 
Principal 
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Harmony Day – wear orange on Friday 24th March 
Harmony Day is a special day that celebrates unity and diversity in Australia and 
around the world.  It is about inclusiveness, respect and creating a sense of belonging 
for everyone, regardless of their cultural or ethnic background. 
Harmony Day is an opportunity for us to learn from each other, share our stories and 
experiences, and appreciate the richness and variety of our multicultural society. Harmony Day is also a 
chance for us to stand up against racism and discrimination, and promote equality and social justice for all. 
On Friday 24th March, we will celebrate Harmony Day by wearing orange, which is the official colour of 
harmony.  Students are encouraged to wear something orange on the day and will participate in classroom 
activities to acknowledge this important day. 
We can also show our support for harmony by being kind, respectful and friendly to everyone we meet, 
and by speaking up when we see or hear something that is unfair or hurtful.   
In the past we have acknowledged the National Day Against Bullying and Violence on the same day as Har-
mony Day.  Please note that this day of action has been moved to August. 
We look forward to joining together to celebrate our differences and similarities, and to recognise that 
everyone belongs this Harmony Day. 
 

How we teach reading at our school 

The science of reading is a body of evidence that explains how and why people learn to read.  We all agree 

that learning to read proficiently is fundamental to a student’s success at school and in later life.   

Understanding the cognitive science behind how students learn to read and the research on effective in-

struction is a priority for the teachers at Deebing Heights State School.  This week teaching staff participat-

ed in professional learning based on research from experts in the field such as Pamela Snow and Jennifer 

Buckingham.  By using evidence based professional development, teachers can deliver the best outcomes 

for our students.   

I am constantly in awe of the quality of teaching and learning in our school and am really pleased to report 

that this doesn’t end with our students.  All of us are life-long learners and not a day passes when we are 

not open to evaluating and reflecting on what we do and what we need to do to take our teaching from 

good to great. 

 

Rewards Day 

As the end of term approaches, lots of students are thinking about Rewards Day.  This is a celebration for 

students who consistently display appropriate positive behaviour and follow Deebing Heights State School 

rules; Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Safe and Be a Learner.  

This term P-2 students will participate in an Easter Hunt while 3-6 students are rewarded with an inter-

class game on the oval.  Please chat with your child about making positive choices and staying on track for 

Rewards Day. 

Rewards Day will be held on the last day of term. 

 
 

 

 

 

Beth Strow 

Deputy Principal 



SPORTING NEWS 
 

The last couple of weeks has been busy with various sporting 

trials for South Zone, Western Ranges and MetWest for Touch, 

Cricket, AFL, Basketball and Netball. 

 

Congratulations to the following students for making representative teams: 

 

Western Ranges Cricket Team: Colten R 

South Zone Basketball Team : Colten R 

Western Ranges Touch: Sophie M 

South Zone Netball Team: Sophie M, Seizha H, Chloe W, and Ella S.             

Jessica J 

South Zone Touch: Elijah D, Dash M, Sophie M and Ethan H. 

Western Ranges AFL Team: Cooper L 

Boys South Zone 10-11 Rugby League team: Bentley T 

Year 5-6 UNITE Challenges in PE: The block. 

All students were separated into teams on their ‘block of land’. 

Challenge: Build freestanding house of hoops, hoops only. It cannot collapse when touched. Bonus points 
if someone is able to stand or put part of their body in it without it collapsing. They also need to create a 
clothesline and hang the extra bibs there. 

They can only get 1 item from Bunnings at a time and must take 2 people to go to Bunnings. 1 person had to drive the car 
( scooter board) and the other person can only grab one item. They had to enter Bunnings through the highway and entrance 
to Bunnings. 

I placed a limited amount of each equipment (but heaps of hoops). So if they didn’t plan well they may end up with 1 agility 
pole and needed two to make a clothesline.  

 
Grades 3-6 Cross Country 

Tuesday 28th March (Week 10) 

Morning Session 

 

Junior classes cross country will be held in PE lessons in Week 9. 

Student Resource Scheme (SRS) Fees are now due. 

Families who haven’t yet paid for their child’s SRS have    
received a reminder letter in their email.  

Payment plans are available, please contact Nikki Mensforth 
by emailing bsm@deebingheightsss.eq.edu.au or fill out a 
form at the office. 

The SRS includes access to Reading Eggs and Mathletics, as 
well as art supplies, books for the Spelling Mastery program 
and stationery for Prep students 

Families who choose not to participate in the SRS must    
supply these resources to the school instead, you can receive 
a list of materials to supply from Admin. 

Students with unpaid SRS at the end of term, or with no  
active payment plan in place, may have their access to SRS 
resources, Reading Eggs and Mathletics suspended.  

mailto:bsm@deebingheightsss.eq.edu.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 Paradise Excursion 

On Monday the 6
th

 of March, our year 3 students headed to Paradise Country for a fun-filled day of 
learning and animal interaction.   

When we arrived, we were welcomed with a morning tea which included 
a delicious freshly baked damper with sultanas. Soon after, the students headed 

to the farm animal exhibit. We listened to a talk on goats, sheep and guineapigs before heading out 
into the petting areas to pat the soft goats and fluffy sheep. We were super excited to be able to 
watch the whip cracking, boomerang throwing, cattle dog rounding and cow milking during the first 
show of the day. Next, we headed to the communal grounds where we sat around the fire and 
learnt the tricks of the trade to master a billy tea. Then we watched the Stockhorse Show which 
taught us all of the useful tricks that a stockhorse can complete to help out the farmers.   

 
In the afternoon, we listened very quietly to a talk on koalas and reptiles. We made sure 
to stay quiet so we didn’t scare the vulnerable koala. Shortly after, we entered the Wild-
life Walkabout exhibit that housed kangaroos, more koalas and Tasmanian devils. We 
roamed freely as we interacted with the kangaroos and looked in on the koala and Tas-
manian devil’s enclosures. The next two stops were dingos and meerkats. We listened to 
information about their habitat, diet and behaviours. To end the day, we attended 
Shaun’s Aussie Adventure show. We learnt about the Save A Mate gang and watched 
as they worked together to save echidna from the top of Uluru.  

 
Year 3 students had a wonderful time at Paradise Country and are keen to put the knowledge learnt 
into their English writing in the next few weeks.   



 

DHSS will be taking part in Harmony Week on Friday the 24th 

of March. The theme for this year is 'Living In Harmony', with 

the slogan being "Everybody Belongs". If you would like to 

participate, students, staff and the community are all wel-

come to wear orange on next Friday 24th March. 

 

 

Year 1 had  a wonderful day at Queens Park Nature Centre last Wednesday 8th of March. Students identified     

animals and the ways we can all help conserve and protect their habitats.  Students thoroughly enjoyed the day 

gathering knowledge and information.  

 

PERFORMING ARTS NEWS 

MUSIC CLUBS 

Due to very little interest in Jnr music club, all students from years 2-6 are 
welcome to join in at both music club practice sessions.  

Music Club sessions: Monday & Wednesday 2nd break   

UPCOMING PERFORMANCE:  Friday 24th March for Harmony Day/
National Day of Action Against Bullying, students in the Senior Music Club 
will perform at Assembly. Please wear orange.  

Class Drama Performances 

Students from all year levels are beginning preparation for their class 
drama performances. This is a time where students get to dress up and 
have fun performing in different roles for their assessments.  

While it is not absolutely necessary, students from some year levels are 
allowed to bring in costume items from home (in a labelled bag), with the 
permission of a guardian.  

Years 2 & 3 are focusing on particular coloured clothing to represent their 
character. 

Years 4 – 6 are taking on varied roles, which may or may not need particu-
lar clothing. Each student is aware of their role and whether they would 
like something from home or not. 

*Clothing must be appropriate – appropriate lengths of shirts and pants/
skirts, including shoulder coverage please.  

Year 1 Queens Park Nature Centre Excursion 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 










